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The Maryland Humanities Council Seeks Host Sites for
Smithsonian Traveling Exhibit, Journey Stories
(Baltimore, MD) – Are you a local cultural or community organization looking to enhance partnerships, build your organization’s programming, and tell your local story?  The Maryland Humanities Council (MHC) invites small museums, public libraries, historic sites, community centers, college galleries, parks, and other cultural and civic organizations to apply to host a Journey Stories exhibition. 
What Interested Organizations Need to Know

Journey Stories, a part of the Smithsonian Institution’s “Museum on Main Street” (MOMS) program, will travel throughout Maryland from May 2012 to March 2013. Five host sites will be chosen, with each site presenting Journey Stories for six weeks.  Host institutions are expected to plan, implement, and publicize at least two public humanities programs and a companion exhibit, assign two program directors, and attend planning meetings and workshops in addition to covering some moderate costs.  The Maryland Humanities Council will provide publicity support and materials, one free MHC Speakers Bureau program related to the host’s topic, free exhibit rental, and the opportunity to apply to the MHC for additional financial support.  
Applicants will be judged on their ability to plan and carry out humanities-based public programs, utilize new partnerships, provide dedicated leadership, and demonstrate a commitment to addressing critical issues and promoting community dialogue.  Other criteria include geographic location, appropriate physical display space, and the host site’s ability to use the exhibit as a catalyst for new community partnerships. The deadline to submit proposals is June 1, 2011. Applications, instructions, and RFP information can be found on the MHC website, www.mdhc.org.  Organizations with questions can also contact program manager Jean Wortman at 410.685.4187 or via email at jwortman@mdhc.org. 
MHC Executive Director Phoebe Stein Davis says “Much like our other Museum on Main Street program Between Fences, Journey Stories aligns with our mission to strengthen and support communities across the state via the humanities, and the opportunity to add local stories deepens the connection Marylanders have to the wider, shared National history about our journey.”
About Journey Stories 
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Journey Stories focuses on tales of how we and our ancestors came to America and our journeys across the U.S.  Journey Stories is filled with the drama of people leaving everything behind—some by choice and others forcefully—to reach a new life in another state, across the continent, or across the ocean.  
Our transportation history is more than trains, planes, boats, cars, and buses.  Journey Stories will examine the intersection between modes of travel and Americans’ desire to move.  This diverse exhibit also includes stories of immigration, migration, enslavement, innovation and freedom, presenting a myriad of connections to Maryland. These include early exploration and settlement, the Middle Passage, the Underground Railroad, western migration across the Appalachians, canals, railroads, the National Road, the Great Migration, the highway system, suburbanization, immigration, air travel, Freedom Riders, and much more.
About Museum on Main Street

By partnering with the Maryland Humanities Council, the Smithsonian’s Museum on Main Street program seeks to bring the Smithsonian’s shared collections and resources into underserved areas, to assist them in making lasting improvements that foster community engagement and attract new audiences.  Host sites will create companion exhibits and programming around the exhibit’s theme to tell their corresponding local story.  Find out more about Museum on Main Street at www.museumonmainstreet.org. 

The Maryland Humanities Council (MHC) is a nonprofit organization that provides humanities programming throughout Maryland and promotes informed dialogue and civic engagement on issues critical to Marylanders. Find out more at www.mdhc.org.

