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St. Martin’s-in-the-Field School Librarian Receives 

2011 Christine D. Sarbanes Teacher of the Year Award
Maryland Humanities Council Presents Honor at Awards Ceremony April 16

(Baltimore, MD – March 28, 2011) The Maryland Humanities Council is pleased to announce that Cynthia Barry, Librarian and Communications Director at St. Martin's-in-the-Field Day School, has been selected as the recipient of the 2011 Christine D. Sarbanes Teacher of the Year Award. This annual award recognizes an outstanding Maryland educator who participates in the Letters About Literature contest and has worked creatively to inspire students to read great literature. The award is given in memory of Christine D. Sarbanes, former MHC board member, teacher and lifelong promoter of the humanities.

Ms. Barry was nominated for this award by the head of school, Sharon Holsclaw, who writes:  “Cynthia has a deep understanding of how to transmit the values of reading. She conveys joy in the act of choosing and reading books. I’ve been told many times by students and parents alike that she inspires in our students the sheer pleasure to be had from reading”.  

For the past seven years, Ms. Barry has worked with kindergartners through eighth graders at St. Martin's-in-the-Field Day School in Severna Park, helping her students develop a lifelong love of reading. She has a master’s degree from St. John’s College in Annapolis and is well-read in the Great Books tradition. She uses the Touchstones Discussions model with middle school students and is exploring how to use Touchstones with St. Martin’s-in-the-Field “sister school” in Haiti.  Ms. Barry encourages her students to appreciate the humanities and to engage in the world around them by bringing guests – from poets to astronauts -- into the classroom and taking students to book fairs and the National Archives.  

Upon notification of the award, Cynthia Barry said:  “When I opened my email to read that I had been selected by the Maryland Humanities Council as the 2011 Letters About Literature Christine D. Sarbanes Teacher of the Year, I was elated. I very much appreciate the work that MHC does to promote a love of reading and an engagement with ideas. It’s an honor and an inspiration to be recognized by such a wonderful, dedicated, and creative organization. The Letters About Literature program makes a profound difference in students’ lives, as I have seen through the years I have known about and participated in the program. I was so impressed when I learned about Christine D. Sarbanes and her lifelong devotion to literature and the humanities, and I saw her family’s dedication to public service. I see her life as a model, and I’m so gratified to receive an award with her name.”

The award will be presented at the Maryland Letters About Literature award ceremony on Saturday, April 16th, at the Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore.  The Awards Ceremony, part of the CityLit Festival, will also recognize the 100 student finalists and winners in the annual Letters About Literature contest. Letters About Literature is a national reading and writing program that encourages young people in 4th  through 12th  grade to read books and be inspired to write to an author, living or dead,  who has somehow changed their view of the world or themselves.  It is one of the signature programs of the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress.  The Letters About Literature contest in Maryland is sponsored by the Maryland Center for the Book, a program of the Maryland Humanities Council. 

Event Listing:

Letters About Literature Award Ceremony
April 16 | 11am – 12:15pm

Enoch Pratt Free Library

400 West Cathedral Street, Baltimore
State student finalists and winners and the Christine D. Sarbanes Teacher Award recipient are honored during the CityLit Festival for the national Letters About Literature competition. Find out more at www.mdhc.org. 
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MHC is a statewide, educational, 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, which produces over 600 public humanities programs annually for students and adults and provides grant funding to nonprofit organizations to produce programs in their local communities.  For more information about MHC, please visit www.mdhc.org. 


