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Maryland Teacher One of Eight Finalists for National History Day Award

A Baltimore Polytechnic Institute history teacher is being nationally recognized for his dedication to and excellence in teaching.

Dennis D. Jutras has been named as a finalist for the Richard T. Farrell Teacher of Merit Award. The award is the highest honor given to a teacher by National History Day, an annual, national history contest that encourages middle and high school students to create history projects that sharpen their research and critical thinking skills. More than half a million students participate in National History Day contests on local and state levels. Of those, 2,000 are named finalists at the annual National History Contest.

Jutras was named Maryland History Day Teacher of the Year at the 2008 Maryland History Day statewide contest, held in April at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County. National History Day will be held in College Park on June 15-19. Jutras will be honored as a finalist at the National History Day opening ceremony on Sunday, June 15, at 6:00 pm. The grand winner will be announced at the NHD awards ceremony on Thursday, June 19. Jutras is the first Maryland teacher to be an award finalist since 2001.

In Maryland, the statewide component of this program, Maryland History Day, is one of the state’s fastest-growing educational programs, with student participation reaching over 14,000. Teachers are critical to the success of the program as they guide students in developing research papers, exhibits, performances, documentaries, or websites that focus on a specific historical event, person, or trend.

“Dennis is a model History Day teacher and represents the dedication of hundreds of History Day teachers throughout Maryland,” says Judy Dobbs, Maryland History Day State Coordinator.  “He uses the rigor of History Day to help his students achieve high academic standards, and he has become an active spokesman for the program statewide.”

A teacher at Baltimore Polytechnic Institute for nine years, Jutras first became involved in History Day four years ago when seeking out course material that would give several Poly students an alternative to study hall. He has since become one of its most enthusiastic advocates, promoting the program to students and colleagues.

“Dennis believes so strongly in National History Day because he has witnessed the personal transformations that have taken place in the lives of our students and alumni,” says Poly school librarian, Maureen O’Neill, who works closely with Jutras on National History Day. “Our students have literally changed peoples’ lives and touched peoples’ hearts with their History Day projects. Our students’ work has eased the bitterness of a 50-year-old grudge held by one of the first African-American students to integrate our school. Students have changed the direction of their college choices based on their newfound love of the humanities and history. Students have brought tears to their grandparents’ eyes with topics chosen to reconcile ancestral and cultural wrongs.” 

“In the broad scope of one’s life, there are few people that will forever stand out, but next to my family and close friends, I doubt that there is any person that has meant more to my life and success than Dennis Jutras,” wrote Kevin Tolson in a letter recommending Jutras. Tolson, a former student of Jutras, worked with peer Samuel McLaughlin on the well-received documentary, Blazing a Trail Before Brown.

Maryland History Day is directly aligned with Achievement Matters Most and the Voluntary State Curriculum for Social Studies.

Maryland History Day is made possible with generous support from Columbia Gas of Maryland, the Maryland Division of Historical and Cultural Programs, Susquehanna Bank, and the National Endowment for the Humanities.

For more information on Maryland History Day, contact Judy Dobbs at the Maryland Humanities Council at 410-685-4185 or jdobbs@mdhc.org.

The Maryland Humanities Council is a statewide, educational, nonprofit organization that is affiliated with the National Endowment for the Humanities.  The purpose of the Council is to stimulate and promote informed dialogue and civic engagement on issues critical to Marylanders.

