EVALUATING SOURCES
The internet has brought a huge onslaught of information into the world. It is easier than ever before to learn about any topic because online databases, archives and sites now grant anyone access to what was once only for seasoned academics. However, a reliable and widespread system for fact-checking websites has yet to be developed. Unlike traditional sources (whether books, newspapers, magazines or scholarly journals), which tend to be expensive and difficult to print, it is both easy and inexpensive to publish information online. We encourage you to explore and take advantage of the realm of digital research—however, please use caution when doing so and ensure that the quality of all your sources is very reliable. Below you will find a brief guide to evaluating online content. 

Evaluating Internet Content
Author

Determining who wrote the page is a key indicator of the information’s credibility. Search for biographical and contact information to understand who the author is: a student, a professional historian, a curator? Are you familiar with their work—are they a respected name in the study of your topic?
Publisher

Once you have found the author you should be able to identify who is responsible for publishing this site. Is this a peer-reviewed professional journal, with high academic standards, or a wiki that anyone can edit? Is the website sponsored by a private company, university, government, or nonprofit? 
Point of view/bias

Search the website to find the publishing body or author’s mission statement. What is the goal of sharing this information: are they selling a product or promoting a political idea? Remember that no matter how professional a website (or book) may look, information is rarely neutral. 
References

A scholarly website or article should correctly cite other, related studies and include a bibliography. If this is not the case, reconsider using this as a source for your project.
Currency
Check the bottom of the page to see when the site was last revised. When was this information written? Is this the most up-to-date study, or has new research taken place since it was published? 
Resources for Evaluating Sources
Evaluating Sources (Purdue Online Writing Lab): http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/01/ 

Evaluating Internet Content (Johns Hopkins Univ. Sheridan Libraries):

http://www.library.jhu.edu/researchhelp/general/evaluating/
Evaluating Internet Resources (Library of Congress): http://www.loc.gov/rr/business/beonline/selectbib.html
Steps to Effective Library Research (Cornell Univ.): http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/tutorial.html 

Evaluating Internet Sites (Colorado History Day): http://www.coloradohistoryday.org/internetEval.html
Evaluating Internet Research Sources (Virtual Salt—from NHD): http://www.virtualsalt.com/evalu8it.htm
